General Floodplain Regulations :

Floodplains must be preserved for the primary function of
conveying unobstructed floodwaters. Land within the floodplain
may be used for other purposes so long as the primary
conveyance and storage function of the floodplain is preserved,
the use is not a detriment to water quality, and the use is
consistent with the local Land Development Code.

In general, any use that has the potential for the following to
occur shall be prohibited in the floodplain:

e  Obstruction of the flood water flow so that the floodplain is
altered in elevation (unless approved through a floodplain
modification study)

e Reduction in the carrying capacity of the channel (unless
approved through a floodplain modification study)

e Potential for material, equipment, or facilities to become
dislodged or displaced and to be deposited downstream
causing culvert or bridge blockage, channel degradation, or
damages to other properties

e Potential for negatively impacting water quality

The Floodplain Administrator has the final determination
as to whether a particular use or proposed improvement is
in conformance with SEMSWA'’s floodplain regulations and
management program.

In addition to the local floodplain regulations, contractors must
apply for and receive both a Grading, Erosion, and Sediment
Control (GESC) permit for land disturbances and a Building Permit
for additions or new construction.

What does this mean to me?

When planning, designing, or constructing improvements within
a regulated floodplain, you should first contact the Floodplain
Administrator at SEMSWA to discuss the nature of the
improvements and whether those improvements are allowed
by the floodplain regulations. In cases where improvements are
allowable, a floodplain development permit will likely be required
to explain the improvements and to make the local government
aware that some activity is occurring within the floodplain (for
additional information see “Floodplain Development Permit”
within this pocket guide). In addition, the proper building permits
and GESC requirements must be addressed.

Floodplain Definitions

100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN -
-

FLOODWAY

. S
ALLOWABLE RISE

—

A floodplain is composed of two primary zones; the
floodway and the flood fringe. The floodway is the portion
of the floodplain with the greatest depths and velocities

and is the area of highest risk. Communities must regulate
development in the floodway to ensure that there are no
increases in upstream or downstream flood elevations.

Areas of flooding outside of the floodway are called the flood
fringe. Within SEMSWA's jurisdiction, development is not
allowed in the flood fringe. Below are a few key guidelines
regarding the floodway and flood fringe:

e  With regards to work in the floodplain, development
means any project not specifically designed and
constructed as a channel improvement or stabilization
project

e The floodway must be preserved to allow the floodwater
to pass through the river or stream without being
obstructed. The floodway is shown as the cross
hatched areas on the FIRM (See “Is my project in a
regulated floodplain?” for additional details). No private
development is allowed in the floodway.

e Some improvements are allowed in the flood fringe, but
must meet the local and Federal floodplain regulation
requirements. This pocket guide provides information
regarding what is and what is not allowed in the flood
fringe.

e If any proposed improvements cause the boundaries of
the floodplain or floodway to change, the owner may
have to submit information to FEMA in the form of a
request for a Conditional Letter of Map Change (CLOMC).
This application must be prepared by a Professional
Engineer (PE). This approval must be obtained
before construction can begin. Following completion
of improvements, the owner must also submit an
application requesting a Letter of Map Change (LOMC)
to FEMA.

e The Floodplain Administrator at SEMSWA can provide
guidance on whether a CLOMR or LOMR is required.
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